DRAFT FOR CONSIDERATION


Irish companies have invested over €1 Billion in Poland 

7th Feb 2007 –Irish companies have invested well over €1 billion in Poland and that number will grow. That was the message from the launch of the Cork Branch of the Ireland Poland Business Association (IPBA).

Strong links already exist between Cork and Poland, with three airlines, Aer Lingus, Central Wings and WizzAir, flying to five Polish destinations out of Cork Airport: Warsaw, Krakow, Gdansk, Katowice and Wroclaw. In 2006, over 75,000 people used Cork Airport to fly directly between Cork and Poland.

Ursula Earley, Chairperson of the Cork Branch of the IPBA, says that the strong links between Poland and Cork make the establishment of the IPBA in Cork even more important. “Cork has seen the establishment of a strong and vibrant Polish community over the years. In fact, in many shops in the city you can now find Polish products on sale. With this level of cultural interaction, it is only natural for strong business links to follow. The IPBA is uniquely positioned to take advantage of the growing links between Cork and Poland, and offers a competitive advantage to any company looking to expand their operations to Poland.”

Jerzy Bartosik, Commercial Counsellor to the Polish Embassy in Ireland, is keen to highlight the opportunities for both countries in expanded trade. “With Poland’s recent accession to the EU, we are looking to Ireland as an example of the type of economic success that can be achieved. Companies like AIB, the PM Group, the Kerry Group and Murray O’Laoire Architects have already seen the benefits of investing in Poland, and with the opening of the Cork Branch of the IPBA, we hope to welcome many more Cork companies to Poland.” 

Tony Lenehan, National Chairperson of the IPBA, believes that there are great business opportunities for Irish Companies across all sectors and locations in Poland. “We have seen a big increase in the number of businesses looking to invest in Poland coming from the Cork area. The new Cork branch of the IPBA will be of great assistance to companies from all sectors of the economy who want to invest in Poland.”  
The Ireland Poland Business Association (IPBA) is now a well-established bilateral trade association whose main objective is to promote trade and business relations between Ireland and Poland. Its membership includes Individuals and Companies, and its wide range of services include a web based portal on all aspects of doing business in Poland - www.irelandpoland.com 

Companies in the Munster region wishing to contact the Ireland Poland Business Association can contact Shayron Hobbs at

corkbranch@irelandpoland.com 
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